GREETING AT THE OPENING OF THE CONFERENCE OF BALKAN MAYORS

 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 8TH, 2000

 

Mr. Chairman,

Ministers,

Dear Colleagues,

Distinguished speakers,

Eminent Guests,

Honorable representatives of major cities of Balkan countries,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

 


Thessaloniki of Greece and Europe, of the Balkans and the Black Sea, of history and culture, of quality and dynamism, of friendship and cooperation, Thessaloniki of regeneration welcomes you to the 1st International Friendship and Cooperation Meeting of the Mayors of Major Cities of the Balkans.

 


It opens its arms and welcomes you all with great interest, deep satisfaction and many hopes.

 


We thank you for responding to the invitation of the Municipality of Thessaloniki and for being here today, accepting, in principle, stability, friendship and cooperation as the basic prerequisites for our societies’ course to the future.

 


We all express in an authentic and direct way the needs, desires and visions of our co-citizens and the local communities of our cities.

 


We are anxious about development, security, quality of life, prosperity.

 


We make laborious efforts to plan the future, to draft solutions, to implement interventions, to take initiatives beyond our regular competencies, which surprise by their originality and dynamism, to open new horizons for our cities, to turn our local communities into locomotives of development.

 


There are two basic prerequisites for us to be able to give such a role to our cities.

 


Firstly, we need proper organization and efficient fulfillment of our co-citizens’ basic needs.

 


Managerial and operational organization, economic prosperity, cleanliness, basic infrastructure projects and culture are indisputable priorities for our cities, especially for the cities that suffered consequences from developments during the years following democratization.

 


The second basic prerequisite for our success is the development of cooperation and solidarity in practice, among cities, aiming at exchanging experiences and know-how.

 


We live in the information society and we have in our hands a technological potential that can contribute to the establishment of better and mainly more efficient terms of cooperation.

 


This second prerequisite can also enhance the first one, concerning top priorities of local authorities for our cities.

 


For this reason, we thought it was important to call for this meeting and at the same time to challenge the future of our cities.

 


To make good use of the opportunities and especially the potential provided by our common European family, to which, sooner or later, we will all accede and rest our hopes in.

 


To draft common projects in all sectors.

 


To bridge disturbing inequalities and value differences which characterize us and establish our identities.

 


To cultivate mutual support in a competitive - even among cities - global environment.

 


To change the status of our region by turning it from the powder-keg of Europe into a peninsula of stability, prosperity, beauty and, mainly, humanity.

 


The balance of history owes a long period of stability and development to the troubled Balkans.

 


In this new setting, cities can and ought to be the driving force, the planning module and the core of implementation of reconstruction interventions.

 


Today we are starting these efforts, similar to others in the past which were indeed praiseworthy, with the aspiration not to stick to a discussion that will merely record problems and propose perspectives.

 


Our objective must be efficiency and for this reason we must plan appropriate operational and organisational structures.

 


Besides, the speed of knowledge proliferation, this basic tool for achieving our targets, as well as the needs of our cities and our local communities make it imperative that we take immediate action.

 


Science, trade, tourism, the environment, employment and vocational training are crucial fields of action and cooperation as well as important initiatives which will offer new, faster and steadier steps.

 


Steps, however, are not good enough.

 


We need leaps in quality and efficiency in order to succeed and I am confident that we can shape the prerequisites and promote the necessary actions.

 


We owe this to our co-citizens who trust us, we owe it to our homelands which we love, we owe it to the younger generations who look to us with anxiety and demand more opportunities, more action, more credibility, courage and efficiency.

 


The new image of our cities needs planning and dynamism.

 


We cannot deceive the anxious and sometimes betrayed looks of citizens of major Balkan cities, filled with hope for peace, transparency and creativity for the years to come; looks which expect the results of our efforts in practice, without compromises, exclusions and ulterior motives.

 


Dear friends,

 


We warmly welcome you to Thessaloniki.

 


The city which has hosted many efforts of interbalkan understanding and cooperation; the city which hosts the Organization for Reconstruction; the city which looks to the North through its Greek eyes, at a Balkan horizon, with a global outlook; the city which acts at a local level, where agents and citizens experience interbalkan cooperation in many manufacturing, academic and social sectors.

 


With the confidence that Thessaloniki will become once again the crossroads that motivates developments towards the targets we are going to set, we welcome you with all our heart to our city and wish you a pleasant stay in Thessaloniki. 
